


Ralph Goldenberg, CMJ Rep and former Trustee 

spoke at the Wimborne Holocaust Memorial Day 

Service by Jane Moxon 

ZACHOR is a Hebrew word meaning remember in such 

a way as to almost feel it and in a way which causes 

a response. In the Bible, when God remembered -

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob it led to action. In Psalm 

77:9, 'Has God forgotten to be gracious?' No, God 

hasn't forgotten, He just has not done anything yet. 

When the Children of Israel, in slavery in Egypt, cried 

to God from their heart, God remembered them. He 

had not forgotten them but this remembering, Zachar, 

led Him to action and God rescued His people. Ralph 

posed the question, what does Zachar, in the history 

of the Holocaust, mean? He spoke of three groups of 

children during the Holocaust, those murdered, those 

rescued and those who had been hidden. 

One and a half million children were murdered during 

the Holocaust, many, especially twins, having been 

experimented on by the notorious Dr Mengele. In 

Yad Vashem's Children Memorial there is a permanent 

voice recording of the name and age of every single 

child who was put to death. Ralph recalled a time 

when he visited this memorial and heard, 'Goldenberg'. 

Ralph fell to the ground and wept. Other children were 

rescued. Ralph told the story of Irena Sendler, who 

learnt to become a plumber to gain entrance to the 

Warsaw ghetto and rescue children. She and her group 

of women 'plumbers' saved 2,500 children. Ralph told 

the story of a young couple, one of them wanted to 

give their baby to Irena and the other could not do 

it. He spoke also of the Kindertransport organised by 

Nicholas Winton. Ralph spoke of the hidden children 

and the story of Father Gregor Pawlowsk, a Jewish 

man whose family were murdered, had a miraculous 

escape aged eight. Christians took him as theirs. 

Gregor became a priest and served the Polish Jewish 

Christian community of Jaffa, Israel for 50 years, after 

which he was buried in Poland where his mother and 

sister were murdered. 

Ralph ended his talk with a challenge to us. What 

should it mean to us, to have heard these stories? 

To stand against anti-Semitism, anti-whatever, any 

discrimination of any kind, against all hostility and to 

love each other. Ralph had suffered first hand as a 

boy in Kartoum, Sudan with name-calling. We need 

to treat everyone with respect and dignity, he said, 

and quoted the late Rabbi Jonathan Sacks' last book, 

Morality, 'At university I discovered the universe was 

a place where you listen, respecting views radically 

different from your own in the knowledge others 

would listen respectfully to yours. Here I learned 

integrity.' We are to remember, Zachor, with feeling 

which leads to action. 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL SERVICE - Sa I ly-An ne 
Morgan Monday 30th January 2023 

I WAS delighted to be 

invited by Jennifer Nevill 

to attend the Holocaust 

event at Longton Elim 

Church. The Memorial 

service started by Rev. 

Paul Dunne opening 

in prayer. Jennifer 

shared the importance 

of remembering the 

Holocaust event and 

praying for the survivors. 

This was followed by 

a video from Christian 

Friends for Israel. The video shared a group of young 

boys from three premier league football teams being 

taught about the Holocaust and visiting Germany. 

The young boys gave moving tributes linked to their 

experience of being there. 

Jennifer Nevill adds: What Martin Morris, president of 

our local synagogue said, was very moving especially 

when he described how losing 30 members of 

his family during the Holocaust impacted his own 

immediate family and caused his grandfather and 

father to make a new life in the United Kingdom after 

the war. It took them 3 years to walk across Europe to 

the United Kingdom when, his grandfather opened a 

tailors shop in Stoke on Trent. It was also moving to 

hear from a couple of Holocaust survivors (on video) 

who have made their home in Jerusalem and to learn 

the how they had suffered in the Holocaust. 

YORK MINSTER HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 

Jane Maxon 

THE ANNUAL Holocaust Memorial Day hour long 

service was held on Wednesday 25th January. The 

event was held in the Chapter House at the Minister. 

We sat encircling a huge star of David made of 600 

candles. At each point stood a large candle on a stand, 

one each for the 6 million Jewish people murdered in 

The Holocaust and at the same time remembering the 

millions who have died in the genocides that followed 

in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. Minster 

clergy led the service. A reading, a beautiful acappella 

song performed by the Ebor singers, a story and 

silence whilst a candle was lit marked the rhythm for 

the hour as the six large candles were lit one by one. 

It was beautifully done but low on input from The 

Holocaust with a contribution leading to the lighting 

of the last candle. At the end a member of the Jewish 

community recited the Kaddish. 

Jennifer Nevill
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